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Synopsis

Contemporary Jewish Theology: A Reader presents the most comprehensive collection to date of
Jewish religious writings from the latter half of this century. Featuring selections from both pre- and
post-World War Il thinkers, this carefully constructed anthology highlights the enormous range of
theological viewpoints and methods that have characterized Jewish theological reflection in modern
times. An extraordinarily rich compilation, it represents many different perspectives, including those
of Orthodox thinkers and feminists, Israelis and Americans, rationalists and mystics, and
post-modernists. Extensive introductions place these writings in historical and philosophical context
and identify the fundamental continuities and tensions among contemporary Jewish thinkers.
Following a general introduction, the volume is organized into four parts. The first section includes
representative selections from the major Jewish philosophers of the early twentieth century (Cohen,
Rosenzweig, Buber, Kook, Kaplan, and Heschel). The second part includes recent essays on God,
creation, revelation, redemption, covenant/chosenness, and law. The third section provides seminal
essays on the Holocaust and the modern State of Israel, topics that have held tremendous
importance for Jewish thinkers over the past few decades. The book concludes with a symposium
on future directions in Jewish theology at the dawn of the twenty-first century, and also provides
extensive suggestions for further reading. Contemporary Jewish Theology: A Reader is designed
as a companion volume to the editors’ earlier book, Contemporary Jewish Ethics and Morality: A
Reader (OUP, 1995). An exceptional introduction to contemporary Jewish thinking, it is an essential

text for courses in Jewish thought and theology.
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Customer Reviews

"Excellent anthology of contemporary Jewish theological writings. Extremely well received by
students. Most helpful in classroom. Readings appropriately chosen and lengths are appropriate
too."--Judith Mendelsohn Rood, William Tyndale College"What a rich compendium! A stimulating
distillation of the best Jewish thought from a century marked by anguish and triumph. We see in
these sections how strong the theological etnerprise is in modern Judaism, in every form from

Reform to Neo-Orthodoxy. Ideal for serious readers."--Ralph Keen,University of lowa

Elliot N. Dorff is at University of Judaism. Louis E. Newman is at Carleton College.

It's very difficult for me to judge in unflattering way a text that is meant to be a tool to understand
well contemporary Judaism.The miscellany of authors and discordant and different voices
unfortunately do not help a novice or a "ger" find a firm, serene unity of thought. It is a text suitable
for learned people who already know everything or almost everything about Judaism.lt is not

suitable for beginners.Filippo Zizzo
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